
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



204 Extracts frrnn Letter-Book of Benj. Marshall, 1763-1766. 



EXTEACTS FEOM THE LBTTBE-BOOK OF BENJAMIN 
MAESHALL, 1763-1766.' 

CONTRIBUTED BY THOMAS STEWAKDSON, ESQ. 

" Philada October 18'" 1763. 

"... "We have lost some faithful! & Worthy friends 
lately amongst which was Anthony Morris, who was buried 
the Seventh day before our Yearly Meeting whose Corps 
was attended to the Meeting house and burial Ground by a 
very great number of the most substantial Inhabitants as 
well as a vast number of Friends from Different parts, at 
meeting a noble & "Weighty Testimony was deliver'd by our 
worthy Friend Ann Moore at which Meeting was present 
the Governour the Recorder many of the Councill Alder- 
men severall Ministers (of other Persuations) many Law- 
yers, a Great number of Merch*' & Private Gentlemen &c 
... & on the 5"' day follow, was also Carried to the 
Meeting house, that antient & worthy Minister Hannah 
Hurford, where a very fine Testimony was Delivered by 
Sam' Nottingham, ... & her Corps was also attended by 
a Great number of Friends & others, also a few Days ago, 
Mary Yarnell after a Tedious Illness, to the Great Loss of 
her Tender husband & family, he himself being very poorly. 
Charles Cannon from England, lately dyed here & a Great 
number that I hav't time to mention. 

" To Hugh Forbes." 

"Philad* NovemV 10'" 1763. 

"... The 30"' of last month being the first day of the 

"Week, about 4 0' Clock in the afternoon we were surprized 

with a smart Shock of an Earth Quake, which much fright- 

ned many people, in their different places of "Worship, & 

* Benjamin Marshall was a son of Christopher Marshall, the diarist. 
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broke them all up, it happily concluded without doing any 
mischief. . . . 

" To John Townsend." 

" Philada Novemb' 12* 1763. 

"... The 30*" of Last Month, being the first day of the 
Week, we were very much alarm'd with a very Violent 
Shock of an Earth Quake, . . . the same Day arrived here 
from London Capt" Budden in whom came Passengers, 
John & Rich* Penn Esq" the former appointed Lieu' Gov- 
ernour of this Place which he was proclaimed the next Day 
following. I hope his administration will be very agree- 
able to the people of this province, as his appearance de- 
notes him an agreeable person he has severall Addresses to 
him &°. I omitted Enforming thee that Capt" James Daw 
is now on the Eecovery at Fort Pitt which I am very Glad 
of as his life was Despaired of, Capt" Nuttle is safe arrived 
here & Jeri" Linn is bravely, but seems to have got almost 
the Colour of a Spaniard by being so much amongst them. 
We have had two Men of War in our River, for some time 
past to prevent any Clandestine Trade being carried on, 
either to Spain Portugal or any of the French West India 
Islands, the Captain of one of them dyed here, about 3 
Weeks ago, & the two Vessels are since sailed for Virginia 
to refitt, till Spring when they are expected here again. . . . 

" To Hugh Forbes." 

" Philada November 12'" 1763. 
"... I mentioned in my last of Doctor Rich* Farmers 
having embarked for Bristoll on board Capt. Pastin. . . . 
I suppose he will stay at Bath as he told me he intended to 
stay the season there. . . . The troubles of the Indians 
seemed a little to subside, but are fearfull they are begun 
again which makes things look very Gloomy here, & Trade 
very dull. I suppose the number of Vessells in this har- 
bour, at this time, exceeds any that ever was Knowne here, 
& people not knowing what to do with them. . . . George 
Whitefield is now here, he preached a few days ago, at the 
New Baptist Meeting house, he dout preach near so often, 
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nor is near so much followed as formerly, he is so very fat, 
that thee would hardly know him, he being as fat as almost 
any body here. 

" To James Tapscott." 

" Philada Jan^ 14"* 1764. 

"... We are here much aflfraid of a Rupture with the 
dutch, w* should there be it will frusterate all our Schemes 
that "Way, & would think it quite prudent to keep thy aiFairs 
in as narrow a compass as thou can — the Neptune is now 
repairing but the Weather is so precarious that we cant 
Tell when she will be ready, tho' as thy Unckle David has 
the Care of her, no doubt but he will Dispatch her as soon 
as Possible to thee. ... 

" To William MoMurtbie." 

" Philada April 5* 1764. 

"... I have now only time to enclose an ace' against 
S' John S* Clair ColP of the Royall American Regiment 
who lately lived at Trenton & is now going home in the 
Packet so must Desire should Immediately apply. . . . 

" To Samuel Loudon." 

" Philada May 2. 1764. 

"... Trade is very Dwindling amongst us as we have 
so much Differences here amongst our selves & such Party 
that seems to hurt everything, pamphlets are Daily dis- 
pers'd here to the inflaming of Peoples Minds Great many 
of which my Brother has sent to J. Poster In many of which 
the Quakers are very HI treated & the Grose Falsehoods 
assured for real Facts by a Presbyterian Party. I sincerely 
wish it may Peaceably subside as its a very Melancholly 
Situation to hear such continuall Railing. ... 

" To John Townsend." 

" Philada June 22. 1764. 
"... I acquainted thee of the great scarcity of Cash 
amongst us ... & that I had not rec* one farthing of thy 
money. I have now again press* for the same. . . . Jn° 
Turner has been from here since Feb: 1763 & his wife 
hardly any thing to support her. . . . Tillon have been from 
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here long before thy affairs came into my hand & Henry 
Cline been Dead near 12 months, but I understand his 
"Widow keeps Tavern a little way out of town . . . Capt. 
Marsh has mett with a very great Loss lately . . . nothing 
particular at present amongst us ej'cept its the melancholly 
prospect of Trade by the Men of War being stationed in 
our Bay & River which prevents our doing any Business 
out of the Common Road & then Parliam* of England laying 
heavy Taxes on us & wee likely to have noe more paper 
Mony made I assure thee was thee now here should hardly 
think it was the same . . . place. Mess" Hughes & Lynn 
rem" yet unmaried & I think Mariage seems to be not Quite 
so Brisk as heretofore the Thought of Housekeeping Ter- 
rifys them. . . . 

" To Dr. James Tapscott." 

"Philada July 28. 1764. 

"... This I expect will be handed thee by my Friend 
near neighbour An' Tybout who is going to your place 
with a Wid'' on some Business Respecting her Deceased 
Husband & he intends to purchase some Bear Fur there so 
that if thou can help him to any Trade ... it will be a 
particular favour confer'd on me. . . . The men of War 
here are so very strict that the smallest things don't escape 
their notice, they have seized a Boat w**" Charcoal & 10 B B 
Tar from Indian Riv. because it was Bonded. I dont be- 
lieve the "Vessell & Cargoe would fetch here £20, they 
search all Vessells very narrowly & have condemned sever' 
one fine M. Sloop & Cargoe sold this Day — . . . please to 
purchase me three Lott^ tickets for the Bounty on hemp to 
be drawn sometime next month. 

" To James Brooks." 

"Philada Oct' 5. 1764. 

"... our Election w* has been the warmest & most 
close ever known here the number of Votes near 4000, the 
Presb'y party having made use of every artifice in their 
power that they could invent to obtain them, the Ministers 
having been remarkably vigilant in the aff' & stir'd them- 
selves more than was ever known before tho' they have not 
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been able to compleat their Scheme nor hope they never 
will ; we got home the third day of the week following that 
we left E. Island being near six days on the passage. . . . 
" To Jos. G. Wanton." 

" Philada Oct' 22* 1764. 

"... Bills are very scarce here, I had a deall of trouble 
to persuade Reese Meredith to draw it ... as Reese is a 
man of great credit I thought it might be depended on. 
, . . Cash Monstrous scarce (I believe we must learn to 
Barter) as the Men of War are here so strict that nothing 
can escape them . . . and so many new Acts of Parlim' 
lately made seem as if America would be much distressed 
the dreadfull Lumb'' Acts if continued will I fear be of great 
disadvantage & help to Ruin us however I hope that on 
proper remonstrances the rigour will in some measure be 
abated or the Edge taken off. . . . M. Hughes & Lynn are 
the same stupid Lads as when you left here . . . our party 
disputes seem not quite so high as heretofore but don't 
know how soon it may break out ag° neither do the Indians 
seem too troublesome & I heartily wish that Every thing 
may be restored to its ancient peace. . . , 

" To Dr. James Tapsoott." 

" Philad Oct' 9*^ 1765. 

"... Ship Royall Charlotte Cap" Holland, who is ar- 
rived here some days past but has been Detained by having 
the Horrible Stamp Paper on board his Ship, but is now 
putt on board the Man of War, so that I suppose he will 
soon discharge his cargo. . . . 

" To Thomas Monkland." 

"Philad. Oct' 19* 1765. 

"... the time for Seed is not yet begun, it generally 
begins abo' the 1' of IS'ovember, but am fearful I shall not 
be able to comply with thy Request, as a most Cruel & Op- 
pressive Stamp Act is to take place here after the first of 
November after which we expect all Business will cease, as 
the Merchants & Traders throughout America are deter- 
mined not to make use of any Stamp Paper on any Con- 
sideration, so that no Vessell will be able to clear out after 
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then, as none of the Stamp Officers will distribute any 
Papers most of them having resigned their office. . . . 

" To Babn-^ Egan." 

" Philad November 9* 1765. 

"... find it impossible to comply with thy orders at 
present owing entirely to the Cruel & Oppressive Stamp Act 
laid on the American Colonys ... as no Custom House or 
other Officer can go on agreeable to the Act without sub- 
jecting himself to great Fines, but should the Vessells be 
cleared out as heretofore, they would be in a great Danger 
of a Seizure as the Men of War are in our River & who 
would doubtless be pleased with the oppertunity ... as 
soon as our affairs are settled shall then advise thee & hope 
to receive thy future Orders for any thing this way . . . 
the chief articles that answer here from Ireland which can 
be brought are Linnens (which ought to go to Liverpoole 
to receive the Bounty) Beef, Butter, Men, Women & Boys 
Servants the less Women the better as they are very trouble- 
some, & the best times for Servants is about the month of 
May. . . . 

" To Thomas Murphy." 

" Philad. Nov' 9"" 1765. 

"... the Merchants & Traders have determined not to 
Eeceive any Stamp'd Papers by which means all our Offices 
are stopt as they cannot nor dare not act for fear of the 
Enraged Populace, as the most warm . . . opposition has 
been made in their Northern Colonys that has ever been 
since they were settled, so that those Traders that have 
Vessells here are obliged to let them lay by the Wharffs 
except a few who was here loaded & got cleared before the 
first of the month. ... I am determined if any method 
can be fallen upon in a reasonable time so as to clear out 
our Vessells with safety that I will immediately dispatch a 
Vessell loaded agreeable to thy Request, but am afraid that 
the above difficulties will subsist. Our Merchants & Traders 
have entered into an agreement which is universally signed 
upon their Honour not to order any Goods from England 
on Commission, & forbid all the Goods heretofore ordered 
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unless the Stamp Act is repealed, but are determined to 
Encourage the Irish Trade by Importing every thing that 
can be lawfully brought from Ireland as both you & us are 
like to be so much under. Should thee have a mind to 
send a Vessell this Way, about 100 Men & Boys Servants 
with as many Passengers as could be got, so as to be here 
by the Middle or Latter end of May, I think might answer 
very well. Stout able Labouring men & Tradesmen out of 
the Country with Young Boys & Lads answers best, "Women 
are so troublesome it would be best to send few or none, as 
there is often so many Drawbacks on them, this I mention 
should thee have any Intention of sending a Vessell this 
way for any thing. I do flatter myself that the above Rea- 
sons will be quite satisfactory as I have endeavoured to act 
in the best and most cautious manner for thy Interest pos- 
sible as I do assure thee I should do the same was it my 
own Case, as its very precarious now, knowing how to do 
for the Best. ... 

" To Barnabt Egan." 

"Philad'a Dec 13» 1765. 

"... About a week past our Custom House was open'd 
for clearing out to such as would chuse to Risque their 
Vessells & Cargoes & most of those cleared to Spain & 
Portugal. I was about trying to get a Vessell to ship thee 
some seed and took councel of some of our able Lawyers 
about the Act of Parliament & whether we should be safe 
provided we had a Clearance from our Offices here, their 
Opinion was y' the Vessells are liable to a Seizure for sail- 
ing contrary to Act of Parliament, and thought it most 
Prudent for me not to run the Risque, as should any Loss 
by seizures happen, the whole must fall on me, as when 
thou wrote thy Orders thou could not be appriz'd of the 
unhappy Situation our Trade was like to be involved in. 
... I have now large Orders to ship Grain & Flour to 
Portugal, which cannot comply with safety. Yesterday & 
today we have Rec'd acco*" y' Lord Colvill (command' of 
his Majesties Ships in N"" America) has sent orders to all 
the Oapt° of Men of War on the Continent, to stop or seize 
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every Vessell y' shall be found Sailing without Stamp'd 
Papers which sho* that be the case, many Cargoes may per- 
rish before our Affairs can be settled. . . , 
" To Babn* Egan." 

"Philad^ Dec 14* 1765. 

"... Great Quantitys of home made Cloths, Linnens, 
Blankits & various other articles are daily brought to this 
City & Manufactorys erecting. I think it the duty of every 
man in England more especially those in Trade to endeav- 
our by all Justifiable means to get the Stamp Act repealed 
. . . the Traders of this City have drawn up a petition to 
the Merchants & Traders of Great Brittain, 3 of which are 
Gone for London, Bristol & Liverpool & signed by near 
500 People of this City, & Copy of the same petition as soon 
as ready will be sent to Hallifax, Leeds, Birmingham, Shef- 
field & most of the trading Towns in England, to use their 
utmost Endeavours in getting the Stamp & other Acts 
lately passed Eepealed. ... I hope thou'U not be wanting 
in assisting as soon as the Petition comes to your hands. . . . 

" To John Scott." 

" Philada Decern' 14*^ 1765. 

"... Enclosed is a small Invoice which if the Stamp 
Act be repealed thou'll ship '^ first oppertunity that offers 
. . . but not to be ship'd on any Consideration unless the 
said Stamp Act be repealed, which if thou does I shall not 
receive nor be answerable for them, (so mind) as I dare not 
consistant with my Word & Honour receive any Goods un- 
less Eepealed. I have here enclosed one of the Papers sent 
to every Merchant in England to Countermand the Orders 
for Goods which are not ship'd by January the 1" 1766. . . . 

" To Thomas Monkland." 

"Philada June5*1766. 
"... I should be glad to know, whether thy father, 
Grandfather or any of thy Relations of the name of Perri- 
grine Tyrack, John Tyrack, or any of the name of George 
Green was acquainted with "Will: Penn first settler of this 
Province of Pennsylvania as there are such names in the 
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List, & should be glad to find out the Heir, or Heirs of the 
same as its Possible some small matter may be got, thy an- 
swer ^ first opportunity will be very acceptable. . . . 
" To Perrigrine Ttrack." 

" Philada June 7*" 1766. 

"... Irish Servants will be very dull, such numbers 
have already arrived from Different parts, & many more 
expected, that I believe it will be over done, especially as 
severall Dutch Vessells are expected here, which will all- 
ways command the Markett. Cap' Power I believe has 
near sold all his, he being pretty early. . . . 

« To Barn^ Egan." 



